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Nora Carroll 
I’m a theater artist, educator, and arts leader committed to curating transformative experiences for diverse 
communities through performance and storytelling. With experience spanning professional theater, higher 
education, and community engagement, I specialize in program development, youth empowerment, 
community building, artist development, and cross-sector partnerships that expand access to creative 
learning and cultural experiences.  

SELECTED WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

Chicago Shakespeare Theater, Director of Lifelong Learning & Education, 2022-Present 
●​ Direct organizational vision for education and lifelong learning, impacting over 17,000 students, 372 

teachers, 4,200+ lifelong learners, and 200+ schools. 
●​ Increased cultural access by launching and overseeing the Bus Scholarship Program, which allowed 1,500 

low-income students from 22 public schools to experience professional theater. 
●​ Develop innovative arts-integrated literacy programs aligned with Common Core and Illinois Arts Learning 

Standards, and supportive of the department’s education philosophy and IDEA objectives. 
●​ Direct Chicago Shakespeare Slam: a Shakespeare scene competition program engaging 20 area high 

schools (10 CPS) annually through workshops and competition bouts, with a strong mission of building 
community across communities, while providing opportunities for risk-taking and confidence building 
among the participants.  

●​ Introduce Spanish-captioned performances and resources for multilingual learners, increasing access to A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

●​ Lead lifelong learning experiences including: 
○​ PreAmbles for major productions reaching 1,210 members with 84% reporting enhanced 

understanding of artistic choices and 94% more likely to attend future shows. 
○​ Post-Show Discussions attended by 2,865 patrons fostering reflective dialogue and community 

engagement. 
●​ Design and lead teacher professional development grounded in culturally responsive pedagogy, literacy and 

arts integration, increasing the pool of BIPOC scholars and facilitators from 15% to 60%. 
 
Carthage College, Artist In Residence/Theater Faculty, 2021-2022 

●​ Led recruitment and prospective student engagement efforts, representing the Theater Department at 
admission events, reviewing portfolios, conducting interviews, and supporting a more diverse incoming 
student body. 

●​ Taught theater courses, including, Theater for Children, Acting I, Playwriting, African American Theater 
●​ Facilitated an anti-racist book club for faculty, bringing together colleagues across discipline to engage with 

Claudia Rankine’s book Citizen: An American Lyric. 
●​ Served as an active member of the Women and Gender studies committee, contributing to interdisciplinary 

conversations around curriculum development, guest artist programming, and equity. 
●​ Directed The Revolutionists, which involved collaborating with the assistant director, stage manager, 

and technical designers to ensure success and continuity of production. 
 
 
University of Chicago’s Arts + Public Life, Community Actor’s Program Lead, 2020-2021 

●​ Led the design and facilitation of a performance program for high school students on the South Side, 
integrating performance training with social emotional learning, cultural identity, and community based 
storytelling. 

●​ Developed strategic program content and curricular frameworks tailored to the needs of BIPOC youth, 
positioning theater as a vehicle for resilience. 

●​ Supervised a multidisciplinary team, including a program assistant and commissioned playwright, 
providing mentorship and aligning creative vision with learning outcomes and grant deliverables. 
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●​ Coordinated all production logistics for student performances and field trips, managing budgets, schedules, 
transportation, and safety protocols. 

 
SELECTED PERFORMANCE EXPERIENCE 

 
boys don’t look at boys (reading)​ Dean​ ​ ​ New York Stage and Film/NJ Agwuna 
Measure for Measure              ​ Escalus/Juliet              ​ The Public Theater/LA Williams 
Comedy of Errors ​ ​ Adriana​ ​ ​ Chicago Shakespeare Theater/Eli Newell 
Midsummer Night’s Dream​ Hermia​ ​ ​ The Old Globe/Patricia McGregor 
BLKS (World Premier)​ ​ Octavia​ ​ ​ Steppenwolf Theatre/Nataki Garrett 
The Tempest ​ ​ ​ Miranda​​ ​ The Old Globe/Joe Dowling 
Much Ado About Nothing​​ Margaret​ ​ The Old Globe/Kathleen Marshall 
Richard II​ ​ ​ Queen Isabel​ ​ The Old Globe/Erica Schmidt 
Hamlet​ ​ ​ ​ Guildenstern​ ​ The Old Globe/Barry Edelstein 
The Wanderers​ ​ ​ Sophie (Understudy)​ The Old Globe/Barry Edelstein 
The Blameless​ ​ ​ Amanda (Understudy) ​ The Old Globe/Gaye Taylor Upchurch 
Nana​ ​ ​ ​ Tina​ ​ ​ Sundance Theater Inst./Machel Ross 
Nana​ ​ ​ ​ Tina​ ​ ​ Williamstown/Machel Ross 
BLKS (reading)​ ​ ​ June​ ​ ​ MCC/Robert O’hara 
Enemy of the People​ ​ Petya​ ​ ​ Old Globe/Barry Edelstein 
BLKS (reading)​ ​ ​ June​ ​ ​ Ojai Playwrights Fest./Nataki Garrett 
 

WRITING & DIRECTING 
 

The Verbatim Theater Project, a play that documented the events that led to Jacob Blake’s murder and the aftermath  
The Revolutionists, Director, Carthage College 
Lot 110, a play that explores grief, ritual and kinship. Workshopped at Goodman Theatre for Future Labs series. 
Workshopped  at Definition Theater.  
 Avery and Winter, self written and directed solo performance piece exploring themes of love, queerness, and 
comfort in ones body through comedy. Performed at the University of San Diego. 
Anansi the Spider, Director, Community Actors Program 
 
 

EDUCATION 
 

MFA, Dramatic Arts, University of San Diego’s Graduate Theatre Program 
BFA, Drama, New York University’s Tisch School Of the Arts 
Minor, Africana Studies, University of Ghana at Legon (Study Abroad) 
 

FELLOWSHIPS, CERTIFICATIONS, & WORKSHOPS 
 

Rising Leaders of Color, Theater Communications Group, 2024 
Qualified Administrator, Intercultural Development Inventory, 2022 
Writing Across the Curriculum, Carthage College, 2022 
Anti-Racist Theater Foundational Course, Nicole Brewer, 2022 
Best Practices, Theatrical Intimacy Education, 2021 
Yoga Teacher Training 200hr, Soma Yoga Institute, 2020/21 
Mindful Practices, Metropolitan Family Services, 2020 


